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He Author of the enſu; uing Letter being to me un- 
 knopn, ang. T x9 him is by bis lines ppeareth: ) 
The matter therein contained being of Weio| ohty Con- 
CErn, and that not only reſpeting the Perſons mentioned 
therein; but many more being concerned in the ſame mat- 
ter, aud indeed, igthat which may be of Uſe to all "_ 


of Profeſt [| beetians 7 in theig gi iſſefing apprehenſton:, 


he 


learn moderation towards each other, and ig heep with y 


Et ;. 1 {2 


the bounds of the Goſpel - Spirit of Love and Peace : On- 
theſe grounds, it was rhought meet by fome eB. to 
 rhake tt publick,\ the watter/it toncerns ber not don 
a Corner: And'1 heartily defire it may have a good efjec 
Nor will it (I ſuppoſe) ofend the Author: 1. Becauſe he py 
lowedaliberty to communicate it to few, c; r many, a: I pleaſe. 
2. The matter being of W ezShty Co:ct <7, it s that, of 
which he has no cauſe to-be aſpamed, and ther efore not 
offended. So no more, but my deſi: AUR it may Cone to. 
the Reader in the Bleſſing of the L "Jes" as 1 doubt not but 
i Fils t0 all that Love The be Truth and Peace. 
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"The Author's Letter to 7. C. 


"2" "WT yy Ne , ; 
| Aviag met with that little Book , which is a Narrative of Mr. Riffen, 
Mr. Coxe, and the ether Brethren, their dtalinns with Thomas Col- 
her : I] was provoked thereby to ſome regret,and wroze 57 reſentments H22YC= 
upon, with an Eye to one of Mr. Coxe's Congrega"+o3, ts wh.n 1 pad 
thous hts to have ſent it ; but upon further thoughts, 7 j::4gea ©: 15! ex mect: 
to preſent it to you, the perſon chiefly concerned and jared, #7 npou per- 
Aſai Jeu ſeal think it of Uſe to fewer or 0re perſoi- 20 3777 B14, 
Cate it as 30H pleaſe. 1 am An Mutter ſtranger 7 98, as 708 0 WC ; and 
that what I have written may recerve no preqii:.1, ©" any kind from wy 
Name , 1 nave coo[en to ſubjcribe my ſelf, 
- - oy 
Leicon OF. A hearty Friend to Truth, Loye, 
[75 and Modelty, and to © 
a RH your ſelf, + 
To Mr, Thomas Coljzer TR - 
Theſe. | | 


The Letter it ſelf. 
SIR, : ESI S360 
JT ſeems to me a matter to be born, ant Iooked upon with patience 
3B (as other Humane Infirmities) thar conſcientious 'men' differ in 
their Sentiments of ſome parts of Religion, vwHhilft tiicy all agree in 
the common and effential Principles thereof, and eſpecially in'their 
love and reſpects one to another as Chriſaa: s, rhongh the:r differences 
hinder them from that intimacy and ful! QCciimunion vihichis to be 
defired: Which yet gives them occaſion for the excrciſe ci forbearance, 
humility, ſelf-denial, and ſearch of i}. Trvtk, Ht when infead of 
theſe, they proſecute one another with | zrporat enalies andForfei- 
tures of outward Enzoyments,or with C - ſures, ©: b:ious Language, 
Reprozches 2nd Excommunications. F.-/, is a ied pioipett, and as itis 
-molt contrary to Chriſtianity, ſo it bodcs iti 3 the Proſe-utors, who 
according to Divine Government and Diſpenſation , even in this 
World, may expe& to have the like meziurs cred to them; yea full 
-prefſed down and running over. 
And by how-much the things Chriftians dificr zbout, are more in- 
tricate and Hard tobe underſtood, or of leſs concerntnent to be detcr- 
A 2 mine«Q 


* mined, by ſo much the more are they faulty, who offend againſt the-. 
common and neceflary- Principles of Love and Peace, for the ſake of 
ſuch doubtful and obſcure matters, eſpecially in theſe times; after. 
theſe things have been ſo much diſputed and controverted, and the 
Principles of Love and Liberty: fo fully. vindicated from the pretences 
of malevolent and deſigning men : and after that, thoſe that plead 
for Love and Liberty , have been fo often upbraided, as bearing a 
rigid mind toward Difſenters ;_ wanting nothing Þut power and op- 
portunity to confute their preſent Profeſſon by a contrary praftiſe. 

Sir, Thar your. Friends and Brethren, with whom you have Church 

Society, are the Perſans. guilty in theſe reſpects, will appear (I think) 
moſt manifeſt ; if we may give eredit to the incloſed Printed Narra- 
tive, Here we find Mr. Collier rejected, i. e. excommunicated for He- 
refie. 2. We have a Definition of Hereſie, 3. The Application of this 
Definition to Mr. Tho. Collier. 4. The Perſons that have taken upon _ 
them this Power. 5, The groupds of their Uſurping this Power. Laftly, 
The manner of their proceeding. 

r. As to Mr. Colliers perſon, all that have heard of him is good, ard - 
if there had been any thing bad. in his Converſation,-I make no queſti- 
on-bur thoſe that were ſo ready to impute to him {6 great a Crime as 
Herefie ; would not have failed to have told the World, if he had been. 
Guilty of any thing elſe that might aggravate his obnoxiouſneſs roCen- 
ſure, and Mr. Coxe, whoſo often reproaches him with want of un- 
derſtanding (which is ſeldom a fault; and when it is fo, bur of igno-.. 
rance) would have catcht at any thing thac might have the-appear-. 
ance of a known Vice. 4 ; 

Therefore I conclude, That T-Col. is-at leaſt, as good a-man as either - 

_W.- K:ff. N. Goxe, or any other of thoſe that have condemned himz 
and his writings anq reaſonings ſhew, that he isa man well verſt in 
Scripture ; and his differing in expreſſion from others that hold for 
ſubſtance the ſame Opinions, ſhews thar. he'is not-one of rhem thar 

| fallow the common Track blind-fold ; who fay as others.of reputarion 
ſay, though they know not the meaning of what they-ſay, or cannot 
Clear it from. inconſiſtencies... This is the man, the Baptized Brother, 

. the Miniſter, one that has laboured for many years in Word and Do- 
Erine, and is now an Old Van, both in Age and Faith: A Man no way 
ionferiour to any-of them that have caſt him out ; except-that he has 
learnt- to govern his paſſions better, and nor. to uſe ſuch reproachful - 
and contemptuous Language, as Mr, Coxe, who appears by his Writings 
£0 be a greater proficient in the School of Contumely. This is the man 
whom they have rejected or excommunicated for Hereſie, 

2, Now. let us ſee what they call, or acconnt for Herefie ; Which 


the 


the Fifteen Brethren, Meſſengers appointed by the Church at Zonaon, 
with others, define thus, © He is an Heretick that chooieth an Opimon;: 
* by which tome Fur:damental Article of the Chriſtian Religion. is ſub- 
« yerted ; which Religion before he profeit, burnow profeſleth in this - 
. Opinion contrary thereunto, notwithſtanding proper means for his 
© Conviction hath been made uſe of: 

The Application of this to Mr.Calbier is thus, © T.C. hath profeſt the: 
© ChriftianReligion, and dorh till profeſs it;he hath choſenOpintons that: 
« doth ſubvert ſme fundamental Articles of Chriftian Relizion, and 
© are inconſifting,with-holding the Read; which are, x. He aſſerts, that- 
© Chriit 1s the Son of God, only as conſidered in both Natures. 2, He 
' paths that the defilement of our Nature 1s our fin, 3. He aſſerts that; 

none ſnall be eternally damned, bur thoſe thar fin againſt the Holy 
* Ghoſt , and that the term of ſome-Sinners puniſhment may perhaps 
© not exceed One hundred years, 

Thar litrle which I ſhall ſay to this Definition of -Hereſie, and the ap= 
plication of it to 7. C. amounts to this : x. That the contrary to any of 
theſe Propoſitions 1s no where-read expreſly in Scripture, viz. I, That 
Chriſt is the Son of God, as conſidered 1n the Divine Nature only. 
2. That the defilement of our Nature is our fin. 3. That ſome ſhall be 
eternally damned who have nor finned againfit the Holy Ghoſt : That 
is (as Mr. Col. exponnds 1t) are not finally impenitent under the Gofpel. 
If theſe Propoſitions be no where exprefly faid in Scripture, then it fol- 
tows, that the Seripture 13-ſo far from being clear and expreſs in alt 

Articles of Faith, that it is not fo in the Fundamental Articles thereof, 

_ then which what nas the Roman Synagogue ſaid more Derogatory ta 
the perſpicuity and ſuffrciency of the Holy Scriptures? Whar Proteſtant 
is hethat holds any Article robe Fundamental and Effential to Chriſtian. 
Religion, which is not plaiily and expreſly ſet downin Scriprure ? So 
that Mr. Kiffen and his Brethren ,_ have in this great Fundamental 
of Proteitantiſm againſt Popery, deſerted the Protefiants, and faln a= 
way to Poperv. 

2. If rheſe be fundamental Articles, and-cannot be found in Scripture, 
but mutt be drawn and inferr'd thence by conſequence and reaſonings 
that are very hard to beunderftood,. as every one that reads Mr. Col- 
li:r, and Mr. Coxes Books, muit of neceſſuy. acknowledge, then it will 
be impoſſible for the preateſt part of Mankind ( nay even of the people 
of Enxland, who have more means of knowledge than other people )- 
tO come to che certain knowledge and Faith of Fundamental Articles 
of Chriltian Religion ; without which, they cannot be Chriſtians : So 
by this means the far greateſt part of Mankind, which is the Vulgar, 


are concluded in an incapacity of Chriſtian Faith, and con ſequently of 
$alvarian thereby, \ 18: 


CE ts... 


', If Mr. Callicr be as good andſincere a man'as Mr: X.or Mr. C. and | 

Eies through weaxnels, as poſſibly they may do, then their proceeding 
againſt him th this manner, Juſtifies the proceedings of all both Papiſts 

and difſenting Proteſtants, that have art any time prefimed to condemn 

their brethren for. Hereticks, upon-account of ſuch Errours as they did 
Juage contrary to F andamentals; but the condemned, could not b 


y 
_ alt the $kill and induftry, they were capable of, jacge them ro be 
. ſuch. TER I 


Thus by theſemens practice and deating with Mr. C. 1: the ground 
of the Diſſentions, Quartels, Cenſures, Reproaches, Hatredand Envy 
(which are the ſhame of Chriſtians and Scandal to OROTT TEE, eſta- 
bliſhed, and as much as in them lies perpetuated: 

The Pride, Arrogancy, end Uncharitableneſs of theſe men 1s manifeft= 

/ diſcovered : For the difference between them and Mr. C. depends 
plainly upon this point, Wheiner they or he, 1s more accute, witty, 
learned, ſagacicut, or honeſt in the ſearch and belicf of Scripture? If 
"they be nertaer more accompliſhed in their underſtandings, nor more 
honeſt andfaithful than he, they haveno ground for condemning him; 


therefore of necetiity they muſt account themſelves more learn: 


2d and 
witty 


(as Mr, Coe doth oftenreproach him to belets) and more hon=it 
4n following 'their learned and well improved underſtandings, and that 
is the ſole ground of condemning him. 

Bur then 1 muſt appeal to all men rhat know them both, and that 
have read their writings, Whether there is any reaſon for this Arrogant 
Opinion of greg hit and Uncharitable Opunen of their brother, 
ſave meerly their own conceits ? 

They -condemn 'him as one that. has departed from ſoms Eflential 
part of Chriſtianity, and conſequently to be no Chriſtian, how dorh 
this appear? Why they judge that LIOny have a betrer underftancing,and 
Are MOTE-CUNNINE IN drawing conſequences from Scripture; anc! that ei- 
ther it is his durv to ſee as they ſee, and hisfin nor ro ſee, what he can- 
not ſee (F- r they ſuppoſe him, as pe rhaps not condemning himſelf in the pre- 
fent judgement of his c.n{cience, yer to bs condemned by them ; becauſe 
they judge his preſent Opinionscontrary tothe Fundamentals of * Chriſti- 
anity, which e formerly profeſt) or that he has not fo much honeſty 
' as they have in profeſſing 'whar he fees and believes: Nay that he 1s 
come to ſogrear a degree of wickedneſs, as to profeſs and teach con- 
frary 10 what he h<lieves. iiey could not condemn him, but upon.one 

-or both of rheſs grounds that I have ſaid, and how they could caen- 
clude either the one or theother, without exalting themſelves heyond 
reaſon, and depreffing him below Charity, Lcannot.conceive ? 

Oh the ſad and lametitable Diſlenrions, , > Annimynſines , Wrath, 


Envy, 


(57. 


Envy, Bitterneſs, Reproach, Evil Speaking , and a-Mmulrtude more 
of Calamitics among Chriſtians, cſpeci-:ir thoſe among Protckams, 
which in gencral proceed from this Ground: Fer ont; from } ride comeah 
Contentien. Mcn perſwade themſclvcs they arc Zealous for the Glory 
of God , the Henour of Scripture, and for Truth, when tone truth. 
is, they are zealous for their own Glory and Honour , and rhe 
Repuration of their Judgments. For aias, Are they rot 411 Men 2 
Have ney not the ſame cefire of Truth and Happinels one as another ? 
Have they not lize Paſhons and hke Underiardings? Donot the Pro- 
teſtants in general give the ſame Reverence and Credit to the SCriP- 
cures 2? Are thcre not as Learned Men on the ane {:de as in the ocher ? 
And for what appears, Are they not as Honeſt and Otedient to the. 
undoubred Faith and Practice of Chrittians, one as another ? God 
only judges the Heart: What is it then that makes the difference 2 
Whence comes it, thatthe one muſt Rage ageinft, Cenfure, and Con- 
demn the.cther; and for the moſt part infiict as many Temporal Pe- - 
nalties upon him as are in his power? Whence comes theſe: Wars _ 
Fightings that are among Chriſtians? come they not from their Luis 
Hath the one any thing that may capacitate him to judge the es 
which the other cannot make as good a Title ro as he?: Bur indeed 
Pride and Arrogancy.car. fteel Men,thatthey ſeem to thimtem tohave 
ſo clear and diftinta Knowledge, and to be able to demonſtrate the - 
Truth fo plainly and maniteitly , that every one that Coes not fee and 
Jadze as they do, is a moſt notorious Criminal , and to be proſecuted 
with Eccleſiaſtical and Secuiar Vengeance : when alas many times the 
Difference between theſe two Parties is a meer Logomachie or ſtrife of 
words, They underitand not one Ty; and I perſwade my ſelf who- 
ever i00kS narrowly into Mr, Col, and Mr.Cox's Writings,they ſhall find 
they do for the moſt parr, really agree, and ſo'they find Expreflions tere. 
andthere ,wherem theyyicld the matter in controverſie one to another ; 

but Pride will nor ſuffer them tofee, and Arrogance will have the we eak- 
er party to yield, and be ſubject ro their determinations, and gives - 
them Authority and Cauſe toO, to condemn him if he refuſe. 

Theſe men are pleaſed to define Herelie- by the Noration of the word, | 
aS1tisa COoniugate of Chooiing, and ſoevery Dodrine that any man 
holds, be it true or falſe, beit a Choice upon good grounds or bad 
grounds , he has their genius of fHerefie , -but the difference is, That - 
| Hereſfie is the Chooſs ing of 'an Opinion that Subverts {ome-part of Chriſti- 
an Faith, -: *© 

The- Ealddnicatale and. Efſentials of Chriſtian Faith, I hope are 1@ 
plain andeafie to bei underſtood, that any Heathen may preſently ap+: 
prehend them, or elſe how ſhall he be ae In wrong Chrifjanity, 


1 


—— 


|S 


-ifhe do not underſtand it: but wonld it not be ridiculous folly to 
tell a Heathen that ail things of Chriſtianity, much more the Funda- 
metals, are plainly writen in that great Book called the Bibleyz and yer 
afterward to tell him chat ſome things not written there, and which 
_<Chriitians themſelves cannot find there (though they have ſtudied it 
*30. or 40. years very diligently )arealſo Uſential ro Chrittianity ? Would 
Not a man be afraid of Chriſtianity *upen theſe Terms ? 

But when he ſhall ſee that Chriſtians between whom he can find no 
-difference in reſpeCt of any Ability or Honeſty, that may make them 
-capable of judging and condemning one another, yet to judge and con- 
<demn one another and diſown them for Chriſtians, and treat them for 
very wicked Chooſers,. upon the account of ſuch Points : z; will not this 
Heathen fay thar-Chriſtians are raging mad ; as well as fooliſh ? thar 
+hey want humaoity as well as diſcretion; and cry Out, as another Hea- 
then once did, Sit Anima-mea cum Philoſephis : : Let my ſoul take its portion 
among Philoſophers: Let Chriſtians take their courſe, l am ſure, may he ſay, 
they are wicked © hooſers, with a witneſs, that arrogate to themſelves 
Tuch a power over their Equals, and deal fo brutifſhly with their Bre- 
.thren upon account of ſuch Arrogancy. 

But here Sir 1 am well aware, your Brethren (as all other Arrogant 
Profecutors do) will cry out, What? Shall not Chrittian Churches exer- - 
ciſe Diſcipline among themſelves? Muſt they ſuffer their members to 
vent what Doctrine they pleaſe, what their Pride, Singulariy, and Am=- 
bition, or othe: lui leads them to, though to the ſubverſion of Chri- 
Gianity, the reproach of their Caurcies, the ſcandal of thoſe withour, 
and di*urbance of thoſe within? And mutt they not Exerciſe againſt 
them that Authority, Chritt left his Churches ; of RejeCting and Ex- 
communicating ſuch Hereiicks after the firit and ſecond Admonition ? 
We ſhall be partakers of their ſin and the m:\chiets that atrend it, if we 
do not uſe our utmoſt power againſt ſuch, God knows, we are heartily 
ſorry and prieved, that we have any ſuch occaſion given us, but when 
K1s given, we would do what we can to clear our {elves of the guilt and 
Prevent the evils that follow-ſuch i normities, , 

I Anfwer, and has not thi: been the cry, and theie the defences that 
Arrogant Cenfurers have and do make for their Uncharitableneſs ? Who 
is it that ſees not that theſe pleas have been raken up in Juſtihcation of 
bad Cauſes? Far be it from me to ſpeak a word againſt rhat Ducipline 
thar is for Edification; and Promotion of Truth and Peace, and Love, 
but when I ee peace, and love deſtroyed, haired and diſc ation increaſ- 

ed and advanced in their places, under pretence of Chriſtian Diſcipline, 
furely irs fir che-condemning party ſhould be able to'ſhew ſome berter 

SYIdence. than the condemned can: but in this and a Thouſand More 
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ſuch. Caſes, I find no ſuch matter, nor any ground cf Prehetninerice 
(fave that of Pride) which renders the Judge his Cauſe more Juſt than 
that of the condemned. 

Thence it comes to.paſs, that when the condemned afty gets muniber 
and power, he does with as much Juſtice condemn his Judge, and with 
more applauſe, as having been firſt injured, I know very. well, that 
in every Society, there muſt be Order and Judgment, Admiflion and 
Excluſion of members, but then thoſe Judgments are grounded upon 
ſuch plain, and evident Rules and Keaſons, as any impartial man may 
ſee the Juſtice and necellity of the proceeding, and-not upon Criticiſms 
of Wit, or perhaps a conceit of Wit and Honeſty in the Judge, which no 
mortal that is unpreJudiced, can ſee any Tollerable ground for, If we 
ſhould bur peep a little intothe Merits of the Cauſe before us , this 
would preſently appear ; as for inſtance, Mr, Coll. is condemned for 
a Hererick, becauſe he aſſerts thar Chirift 1 is the Son of God only, : as 
conſidered in both Natures : Now to prove this an Heretical Opinion, 
Mr. Cox out of many clear Texts, picks out two, which he thinks moſt 
Clear, viz, Pal. 33. 8, &c. By the Word of the Lord were the Heavens 
made; and Prov.'s . 22, &c. Where Wiſdom is faid ro be broughtforth 
and ſer up from Everlaſting, 1pray now any impartial Man,, how 
theſe Texts do clearly.prove Chriſt to be the Son of God, as confidered 
in one Natureonly. WhenFirſt, Neither"Chriſt nor the Son of God 
1sſo much as mentioned in eirher of chem. . Secondly, Both theſe Texts 
are underftood by divers Learned Interpreters, that are of Mr. Coxes 
'Opinion in the point, not'to intend Chriſt at all 
' 3. If they ſhould be underſtood of Chriſt the Son, ill Mr. Coxes Do- 
Ctrine is not proved againſt Mr. Col. for he grants the Divine Son-ſhip, 
but not withour the conſideration of the Humanity.A:d,Fourthly, If they 
did clearly prove Mr. Coxes Dottrine, that Chriſt'is the Son of God, 
confidered only in the Divine Nature, yet when all is done, there'is not 
the leait prerence from theſe Texts of this Dodtrine, its being a Funda- 
mental of Chriſtian Religion, neitheris there the Feaſt reaſon imagt- 
nable, why it ſhould: for it's barely; ſpeculative concerning the eiMme 
paſt, or Eternity ; parte ante, as they call it : and both parties db now, 
hold Chriſt to be the only begotten Son of God born of the Virgit Mary. 

Now if this Coxtan Doctrine be clearly proved to be a Fundamental! 
by theſe Scriptures, then thoſe that interpret them atherwiſe, will be 
all almoſt Hereticks, and after they have read Mr. Coxes book 'once or 
fivice for their Admonition, will go near to deſerve rejectioci, 
our of all Chriſtian Society :; for if one may without deſerving ſuch a 
Cenlure, otherwiſe expound the plaineſt Texts; much niore thoſe thar 
are more obſcure : and he may be ſaid in a ſenſe to ſubverc the Foundati- 


on, that takes away the main Pillars, and leaves only 'thofe that are 
- more weak and infirme. - B Bit 
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putroour) Men of Diſcphite, 1 he Rc flfarpers Fig Forinainy Ages, 
ex Vinh Diftsplirre'f6: he Rana! 6n-oftherr liſts of gloty, riches and 
.dominion, and how cloſp do thefe lufts ſtick ro the reformed and refi- 
ned ?The Bap tizbrs {66 Pighen 6) fee free from'therh, they that have 
not ataies or op potrtin e& to Lomibeer over a Kingdom, afpire 
fo it in a City, Fo th ey flat canhor” ETord'ir in a City, will take up 
"with aTown Or Village. Bir it'feehns 1 ra be tb? narrow Province that 
Mr, X, Mr. Cox? and the ret- of theit Society .aime at; for this Nar- 
rative tells us, that Walter Pen, ohe of the Commiſfionated Br cttiren, 
faid, The Chiirch at London'was the repreſentative of All che Churches in the 
Nation.” The Parliament or. Supreme Court of all the Baptiſts, aptet- 
ty. large Dotyinion, uſurped and exerciſed with great Modeſty, PIty,- 
"and Chariiy. You have heard the charge or critne, and that a great and 
Notorious one, to Wit of Herefiz, of which Mr. Col. has been duly con- 
victed, for he has been adimoniſhed once ant again, and yet will not 
'recant; but perſiſts in his Herefie'and * maintains it. That (lav they) 
| denominates 4a Man to be an Heretick, that he perſiſts in his Hereſie after pr; per. 
 WrAns have been uſed for his Convittion. But if that denominates a Man: 
a Heretick, and is therefore a 'part bf the Definition, then the firit and 
Tecond Admonition, which the. Apoſtle adviſes ro, is not the Adno- 
niſhing of a + eretick, but ati Antecedent ofhis becoming: ſuch. 1 rhe A- 
poſtt= ! ad ſaid a * Trankard, after the firſt and fecon4 Adm: nition re- 
1 Rs we would have concluded hirh 7 A Drunkard before Admonition. 
'Bur what are theſe proper means, the not tearkening ro which, makes... 
him an Heretick? Theſe ar? Mr. Kiffens Adrronirion. and Mr. Coxes Book. 
VWeillr now Mr. Col. is [ubverted, and ſinneth, heznt condemnzd of him If. He 
is become no Chriſtian, and ſinheth ; viz. Commits a Work of the Ele {(h;-. 
not called Murther, or Adultery, but Herefie ; which is a fin by way of | 
Eminency-: for he is condemned of himſelf. What 3 ? in the preſent Judg- . 
ment of his confcience ? Perhaps not (ſay they) how then? Why he is 
condemned of himſelf, that is, by hs former Profeſſion. He was formcr- _ 
Iy of another Opinion than ke is ROW, and. ſo was every man-thar chan- 
ges his Opinion; haw then ſhall ſelf- condemning be the CharaCter ofa. 
Heretick, more than of one that grows more knowing, wiſer and ho- 
nefter ? Is this.now to follow Scripture ftritly, and to exerciſe: neceſ- 
{ary Diſcipline, for prevention of the miſchiefs that ariſe from wicked 
Opinions ? If this be not Tyranny, whatis ? Its far mote deſtructive and 
diſhonqurable to Chriſtian Religion, to make ſuch matters as theſe Fun- 
damental thereof, and to exclude Conſciencious men from rhe Com- 
munion of Chriſtians, and conſequently from Eternal life, upon ſuch ac- 
count, than to bear patiently with them, ioftructing them. Indeed how 
can it conſiſt with Common Prudence, for any man that underſtands 


what Chriſtian Religion is, or yalucs Liberty and Charity, to liſt him- 
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fr among you? The Church! of” England exerciſes a Hiindred tirges | 
more Jaftice” and "$ratlence 1 than this'amountsto-: Nay you do by this, 
_ give them a juſt occaſion againſt your ſefves, and all other Non-con- 

formiſts, for they may find manifoldq better reaſons ro Excommunicate 
You GO them, "than that 'you take againſt Mr Col: &'if they ſhould pro- 
ſecure vouno firther than their own -Diſci p ine allows, you would think- 
your ſclves ſeverely dealr with,” ad. cry out 'of perſecution for con- 
ſcience ſake. They need not make {or FAFOPLY anv Laws againft-Con- 
ventricles, if they would put in ftrict Exccution Church Cenſures, and 
procced to thoſe Cenſures as raſhly and fooliſhly as you do. 

It is you and your Cenſures, that cauſe Scandals and difturbances ; 
you iubvert Chriſtianity, under pretence of defending it; you call your 

flight Inventions - Fundamentals of Faith, and then for the ſake of 
them, ſibvertthar Love and Communion among Chriſtians, which are 
Truly Fundamental: 'and Effential to Chriſtianity. Pardon me Sir if I - 
am a little moy'd and warmer than my ordinary Temper allows in the - 
conſideration of this- matter, which I. look upon as ſo very defirnctive - 
to the beſt deſign of Chrittian: Religion among men, and of liberty Ks: 
Mong usn theſe Nations., _ 

1 Should now ſpeak. of the Perſons that have taken-upon- them this - 
Pover, Cencerning whom would onty.call ro your mind, that you are 
The perſons thar have:for.conſcience fake, departed-from the Judgment 
and Practiſe of almoſt atl:Ghurches,; in almoſt all Ages of Chriſtianity, - 
(to ſxy no more) in the great Points of Baprizing or nor Baptizing 
the Iafamrs of Bejtevers. You are the men that hold, That all things 
whatſ1ever comes to paſs, ', was before-decreed of God; and conſequently, both 
Adams ſin and all the fins that ever were or ſhall be, are cauſed by 
God ; for Gods Decrees aremoſt: Effeual Cauſes: Suicable to: this hal | 
hold ir a Fundamental, and-it is-one of the Hereſics you condemn | 
Mr: C1. for, that he denies that-rhe difilement of our nature ts our fin to 
the ſecond death ; For it can be ſo no other way, but by Gods impu-: 
ting it tous for. fin or makiag it ſo :-and ſo, God is the Author of it 
not we ; andall other ſins being the neceffary confi {equents of this, God. 
1s the prime cauſe of themall 3: and as of their fin, fo of the Eternal | 
Datnation that follows them; and ſhall overtake the far orcater part 
of Mankind, even Infants and Heathens, that could not, or have 
never heard of Chriſt 'or the Goſpel by him; z if what you ſay were true, 
If now you ſhould be dealt with and proceeded againſt with that rigor 
and madneſs, as you proceed againſt Mr. Col. you ſhould be caſt out 
by thoſe tha. are of a contrary mind to. you, as. the very abhorrency 
of Chriſtians;ſo abominable are the Genuine Conſequences of your Funy 
damentals,' But other Chriſtians conſider the weakneſs of humane un- 


derſtandings, they take your word,when yau deny thefe < rgaevemm) 
DIS. tho 


nn OO OI we er 


-tho the working of them does too manifeſtly appear in ſome Mens lives, 
I come.now to the ground of Mr. Ki, Coxe and the reſt, their Uſur= 
ping this. Power of Judging Mr. Collier ;. but for that and the manner of 
their proceeding, -I may refer you to the Narrative, only there ſeems 
to bein theſe men a ſtrange itch after Dominion and Juriſdiftion, that 
ſhould make them to go a Hundred miles off L-»den, toJudge and Pu- 
niſh a Paſtor or Miniſter of another Congregation.;- one who has not 
communicated with them (more than with other Congregations) for 26 
years together, and that upon this ground, that he did once commu- 
.Nicate with 4 Congregation, which being afterward.divided into two 
parts, Mr. K'iffn is a leader of the one part; butmay not the other part 
make as good claim to the Juriſdiction as -Mr. K. and whileſt they con- 
tend about it, whar ſhall become of the power of -that Congregation, 
whereof he has been a Church member this. many years? It was perti- 
nently ſaid I confeſs of Walter. Pen in the debate of this matter, as I took 
notice before, 'That the Church at-LZondox. was the repenſentative of 
all the Churches in the Nation. | of 
Bur what thenis become of rhe Independent Diſcipline of Churches which Mr. 
Kzff: and the reſt do in their Confeſſion of Faith, ſo earneſtly contend for > They 
«woul:{ have no Biſhop nor Claſſical Afﬀembly ro have power over rhem, bur if theyy 


- 


candraw to themſelves a power, they are well contenr with ir, and will rake any, 
the ſlighteſt ground of laying claim to ir. If Mr. Co/. had been in neceflity and waftited - 
their money to help him; and had ſenr to them for 1; I doubt rhey would rh@Mve 


refer'd him to his own Society, and.haye diſclaimed hm ; bur the thirſt of domini- 


on, and the wil! of relieving neceſhy, may be ſgparared in rhefe Churchemen, wirh- 
our abſurdity : bur perhaps it was ther zeal Frank Herefie thar carryed them a 
100. Miles out of their way to meer with ir and condemn it : And ifſo ? Is rherenor 
Juſt cauſe to fear thar their zeal mighr'carry them further, if they had an occafi- 
on? IfzeaF tranſports rhem ro one trregular piece of Uſurparion and Injuftice, ir 
may to many, as by-rhe caute of rheir:ccondemning Mr. Col. rhey have conſequenr- 
ly condemned all Chriftians thar differ from.rhem in grearer, . or the like Opinions: 
S9 by their grounds and manner of proceeding, rhey ſkew, rhar even their own 
Rules and Laws, are not {ufficienr to ſecure {ſuch Difſenrers from the hearof their 
- praſecytion. And what narrow Souls are theſe that amidſt ſo many Adverſaries on 
every fide, and when the grear Enemy of Chriſtian love and liberty, the Roman 
High Prieft. 15s Gaping ro devour all, they ſhould manifeft ſo much intemperare 
hear. and indiſcreer animoſity one againſt the other * Thus cauſing injudicious 
people ro nauleare ſeparare Socieries, and to think favourably of Popery ir ſelf. 

] mighr obſerve many things more in this procels thar are very miſchievous ro 
the Protefiion of Irue- Religion, burT.intended only a ſhorrLercer, and have al- 
ready tranigreit thar intention ; therefore ] ſhall break. off having ſhewed my ſad 
reſentment of theſe proceedings : praying you, even for Chrifts and Religions ſake, 

To conſider what has been done; aid ro,uſe your 'urmoft irrcreſt ro meve theſe Bre- 
threa to repenrance, if they be yuilry, as they are repreſented ; if nor, ro undeceiye 
the worid, abuſed by rhis Narrative! if t-be nor Trae. :-\ , 
 iGod grant that the light of Truth and Love, may ſe ſhine in the lives of Chriſts ſervants 
b:fore.men, thas they ſeeing rhejr good works, may glorafy their father, who is in-heaven. 

OE ha _ Your Aﬀectionare Friend and ſervant, F.W. 
FINI 9. ——— 
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